EDWARD VI AND DUEHAM HOUSE.                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                                             151

Scutum fidei legend.    Also the young portrait half-
sovereign of Henry with the same mark.

4. Shillings of Edward with profile portrait, m.m. bow
or grappling-iron, and with the Initnicos or Timor
legends.

The two mint-marks of the bow and grappling-iron
occur on shillings of Edward dated 1548 and 1549, and
the same marks are to be found on silver coins of
Henry VIII. Therefore, if we follow, as I think we
should, the proposition laid down by Sir John Evans,
that "all coins bearing the same mint-mark, and
evidently of no very different age, belong to one and
the same limited period" (Num. Cliron., Ser. III.
Vol. VI. 122), we must transfer to the years 1548 and
1549 of Edward's reign such coins of Henry as exhibit
the two last-mentioned symbols.

Now, Martin Bowes was appointed a master-worker at
the Tower in 1533, an office which imposed an obliga-
tion on the holder to insert a mark upon the coinages
under his control, and he was promoted in 1544 to an
under-treasurership in the same establishment. Although
there were precedents for using mint-marks of an heraldic
character derived from the arms of an official, and
although Martin Bowes had ample opportunities of
adopting the bow at any time after 3533, the mark does
not occur until 1548 (if we have transferred Henry's
coins, as proposed above), viz. the identical year which
synchronizes with the opening and working of the new
mint. From these premisses I draw the inference
that any coins, whether of Henry or of Edward, which
bear the bow as a mark were struck by John Bowes at
Durham House, and not by Sir Martin Bowes at the
Tower.